
Unconditional love, a fable? 
Continuing in our look at Gospel 

basics, we will be considering the 
popular term, “unconditional 

love.” This term has been used so often 
in reference to God’s love for sinners, 
in sending His Son to die for us, I’m 
afraid many take its use as a given of 
Gospel basics. Some converted readers 
may credit their salvation to hearing of 
God’s “unconditional love” for them. 
When they heard that God would forgive 
them and cleanse them, while being 
completely undeserving and not having 
enough to “buy” some kind of pardon, 
they rejoiced at such graciousness and 
were converted. Maybe they are thinking 
of such a passage as:

6 For when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for 
a righteous man will one die: yet 
peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die. 8 But God 
commendeth his love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. 9 Much more 
then, being now justified by his 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him. 10 For if, when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life.  
 Romans 5:6-10

 Hearing news of such mercy is not, 
“unconditional love.” The teaching that 
“unconditional love” is what the Gospel 
is all about, is a false teaching. Fact of 
the matter, the term is not found in 
the King James Bible AT ALL! Just the 
word “unconditional,” on its own, is 
not found anywhere in the Bible! When 
we see the inspired Scripture does not 
contain a term or phrase in regards 
to such serious teaching, we should 
really check it out before swallowing 
and using it. This particular term of 
“unconditional love” works to present a 
different Gospel.

Popular ministers promote the 
teaching of “unconditional love”
 Unfortunately, this term has been 
picked up and spread by notable 
ministers such as Dr. James Dobson 
and Paul Washer. I have listened to 
some powerful sermons by Paul Washer, 
but was dismayed to hear a sermon 
where Washer was using that term 
“unconditional love” and applying it 
by adding to Scripture. The Scripture 
he added to, which is commonly done 
amongst the Baptists is:

21 But now the righteousness of 
God without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets; 22 Even the righteousness 
of God which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all 
them that believe: for there is no 
difference: 23 For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God; 
24 Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission 
of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God; 26 To declare, 
I say, at this time his righteousness: 
that he might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus. 27 Where is boasting then? 
It is excluded. By what law? of 
works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 
28 Therefore we conclude that a 
man is justified by faith without the 
deeds of the law. Romans 3:21-28

 There is a lot of beauty in this 
passage, but that 25th verse tells us the 
cleansing from sin is applied to those 
who savingly believe for the remission 
of “sins that are past.” BE CAREFUL to 
not add to the Word of God. IT DOES 
NOT SAY, “past, present and future.” If 
this was the thought of the Holy Spirit, 
He would have said so. Preachers such 

as Washer, are adamant to do so. If 
their teaching was accurate, wouldn’t 
the Holy Spirit have been as diligent 
as they are? Do not add to the Word of 
God! That is a great transgression.
 How does adding the, “present and 
future” to God’s Word apply to the 
“unconditional love” issue? For an 
answer, consider that the addition is 
used to blot out the fear of God calling 
the sinner to account on future crimes. 
Of course, they counter that all truly 
converted will never go into a sinful 
lifestyle. They claim that if they did, 
they were never truly saved in the first 
place. They take passages that tell of 
God’s not allowing anything to take us 
from the love of God in defense, but 
consider the following:

20 But ye, beloved, building up 
yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost,  
21 Keep yourselves in the love of 
God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.  
 Jude 20, 21

 Jude gave a clear point of instruction 
showing our responsibility in staying 
“in the love of God.” Such a passage not 
only reveals our ability to not remain 
in the love of God, it shows the person 
addressed was in the love of God. Jude 
even addressed them as, “beloved” and 
spoke confidently that they were in the 
faith and filled with the Holy Ghost. In 
addition, the instruction for, “keeping 
yourselves in the love of God” wouldn’t 
make sense.
 

God’s love manifest is “mercy”
 God’s love is not unconditional. God’s 
love, in manifestation to mankind, 
is His “mercy.” Think of it this way, 
“mercy is not dispensed by God without 
conditions.” Mercy was offered to the 
world in the Son, but not all the world 
will receive His mercy. Further, not all 
the world will qUALIFY for His mercy. 
Consider the following:
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26 With the merciful thou wilt 
shew thyself merciful, and with the 
upright man thou wilt shew thyself 
upright. 
 2 Samuel 22:26 (Psalm 18:25)

 This passage is addressing God in 
a psalm. It is teaching that those who 
receive mercy are those who have shown 
mercy. One could counter with, “It 
doesn’t say God will not show Himself 
merciful to the unmerciful!” Granted, 
but the unstated opposite fairly speaks 
for itself from the passage. In addition, 
there are other passages that make that 
point clearer.
 Jesus also said as much as 2 Samuel 
22:26 in the New Testament:

7 Blessed are the merciful: for they 
shall obtain mercy.   Matthew 5:7

 Consider the following from an 
inspired psalm:

5 Thou therefore, O LORD God of 
hosts, the God of Israel, awake to 
visit all the heathen: be not merciful 
to any wicked transgressors. Selah.  
 Psalm 59:5

 In the following, we see the psalmist 
was aware of a lack of God’s mercy upon 
himself. He itemizes the fact that those 
who receive mercy are those who “love 
thy (God’s) name.”

 132 Look thou upon me, and be 
merciful unto me, as thou usest to 
do unto those that love thy name. 
 Psalm 119:132

An eye-opening “unmerciful” 
account
 The historical books in the Old 
Testament give us some major 
doctrinal teaching. The following is a 
longer story, but well worth reading as 
a whole. The “him” we see immediately 
addressed, is the enemy king Benhadad 
who had just been defeated in war with 
the king of Israel:

31 And his servants said unto him, 
Behold now, we have heard that 
the kings of the house of Israel are 
merciful kings: let us, I pray thee, 
put sackcloth on our loins, and 
ropes upon our heads, and go out 
to the king of Israel: peradventure 

he will save thy life. 32 So they 
girded sackcloth on their loins, 
and put ropes on their heads, and 
came to the king of Israel, and 
said, Thy servant Benhadad saith, 
I pray thee, let me live. And he said, 
Is he yet alive? he is my brother. 
33 Now the men did diligently 
observe whether any thing would 
come from him, and did hastily 
catch it: and they said, Thy brother 
Benhadad. Then he said, Go ye, 
bring him. Then Benhadad came 
forth to him; and he caused him to 
come up into the chariot. 34 And  
Benhadad said unto him, The cities, 
which my father took from thy 
father, I will restore; and thou shalt 
make streets for thee in Damascus, 
as my father made in Samaria. 
Then said Ahab, I will send thee 
away with this covenant. So he 
made a covenant with him, and 
sent him away. 35 And a certain 
man of the sons of the prophets said 
unto his neighbour in the word of 
the LORD, Smite me, I pray thee. 
And the man refused to smite him. 
36 Then said he unto him, Because 
thou hast not obeyed the voice of 
the LORD, behold, as soon as thou 
art departed from me, a lion shall 
slay thee. And as soon as he was 
departed from him, a lion found 
him, and slew him. 37 Then he 
found another man, and said, Smite 
me, I pray thee. And the man smote 
him, so that in smiting he wounded 
him. 38 So the prophet departed, 
and waited for the king by the way, 
and disguised himself with ashes 
upon his face. 39 And as the king 
passed by, he cried unto the king: 
and he said, Thy servant went out 
into the midst of the battle; and, 
behold, a man turned aside, and 
brought a man unto me, and said, 
Keep this man: if by any means 
he be missing, then shall thy life 
be for his life, or else thou shalt 
pay a talent of silver. 40 And as 
thy servant was busy here and 
there, he was gone. And the king of 
Israel said unto him, So shall thy 
judgment be; thyself hast decided 
it. 41 And he hasted, and took the 
ashes away from his face; and the 
king of Israel discerned him that he 
was of the prophets. 42 And he said 
unto him, Thus saith the LORD, 
Because thou hast let go out of thy 
hand a man whom I appointed to 

utter destruction, therefore thy life 
shall go for his life, and thy people 
for his people.  1 Kings 20:31-42

 What does this account do to the 
unconditional love fable? The God of 
the Old Testament is the same as the 
God of the New Testament. He does 
not change. One thing is for sure, He 
is the same past, present and future. 
(Yes, there are plenty of references to 
prove that.)
 We can learn from this historical 
account, that God does not dish up 
mercy without conditions.  We also 
see how wrong things went for king 
Ahab who had a wrong understanding 
of God’s appropriate place of mercy. 
God did not pour out His love on either 
king Benhadad or king Ahab. Wrath 
poured in both directions from God. 
The one tried to seek mercy, the other to 
dispense mercy, but both were contrary 
to God’s place of mercy. This should 
show us we cannot afford to be faulty in 
understanding God’s proper mercy.

What fulfils God’s requirements 
to receive His mercy?
 The humbled position of repentance is 
the foundation for receiving His mercy. 
First, let’s look at a passage from the 
prophet Jeremiah:

12 Go and proclaim these words 
toward the north, and say, Return, 
thou backsliding Israel, saith the 
LORD; and I will not cause mine 
anger to fall upon you: for I am 
merciful, saith the LORD, and I will 
not keep anger for ever. 13 Only 
acknowledge thine iniquity, that 
thou hast transgressed against the 
LORD thy God, and hast scattered 
thy ways to the strangers under 
every green tree, and ye have not 
obeyed my voice, saith the LORD.  
 Jeremiah 3:12, 13

 Verse 13 is worded so it is clear God 
can only dispense His mercy if they 
would humble themselves. In its pride, 
Israel was refusing to acknowledge its 
sin. It was self-righteous. In order for 
Israel to acknowledge, they would have 
to humble themselves in confession 
of being hypocrites. God was working 
through the prophet Jeremiah to restore 
Israel before His wrath must fall.
 We certainly see the love of God in 
this, but we also see it is not without the 
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condition of walking in a humble and 
repentant spirit.
 Now look at a similar illustration the 
Lord Jesus gave us:

9 And he spake this parable 
unto certain which trusted 
in themselves that they were 
righteous, and despised others:  
10 Two men went up into 
the temple to pray; the one 
a Pharisee, and the other a 
publican. 11 The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with himself, 
God, I thank thee, that I am not 
as other men are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as 
this publican. 12 I fast twice in 
the week, I give tithes of all that 
I possess. 13 And the publican, 
standing afar off, would not lift up 
so much as his eyes unto heaven, 
but smote upon his breast, saying, 
God be merciful to me a sinner.  
14 I tell you, this man went down 
to his house justified rather than 
the other: for every one that 
exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted.  Luke 18:9-14

 The teaching of “unconditional love” 
absolutely violates the closing portion 
of verse 14, “every one that exalteth 
himself shall be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.” If 
the teaching of “unconditional love” 
were true, it would have to apply to the 

religious hypocrite as well as the very 
disciplined religious legalist, and to 
the publican. Note that in Jeremiah’s 
passage, the people addressed were 
religious hypocrites, but the Pharisee in 
Jesus’ parable appears to be the kind of 
man he describes himself to be. He was 
a very religious and respectable man. 
Surely, “unconditional love” would 
apply to such a virtuous, self-confident 
man. He simply was counting on his 
good deeds. He was just ignorant to 
how defiling the fallen state of his own 
human nature truly is. God looks on the 
heart. When the heart does not humble 
itself in confession of its corruption 
in the presence of the holy God, God’s 
mercy and love cannot go out. Again, 
that is the teaching found in, “every one 
that exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted.” His love is indeed conditional!

 The following words of Jesus also shed 
more light on this subject:

51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a 
man keep my saying, he shall never 
see death.   John 8:51

 The “if” is not a word to be lightly 
ignored. Jesus spoke some serious and 
solemn words here. The promise of not 
seeing (experiencing) an eternal death is 
connected to walking obediently.  It says 
nothing about, “just come as you are and 
rest assured all will be well.”

 Again look at some other similar 

words of warning and instruction with 
an important, “if.”

23 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, If a man love me, he will keep 
my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him. 24 
He that loveth me not keepeth not 
my sayings: and the word which ye 
hear is not mine, but the Father’s 
which sent me.  John 14:23, 24

 In this passage, we see the Father’s 
love is conditionally connected to two 
things. The first is loving Jesus. The 
second is obeying Jesus. Again, so much 
for the fabled, “unconditional love.”

 Finally, let us conclude with these 
precious words of Jesus. They again give 
the serious instruction to a determined 
action necessary on our part. The 
instruction is for us to, “continue” and 
to “keep my (Jesus) commandments.” 
Then and only then does Jesus tell us we 
will abide in His love:

9 As the Father hath loved me, 
so have I loved you: continue 
ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my 
commandments, ye shall abide in 
my love; even as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments, and abide 
in his love. 11 These things have I 
spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy 
might be full. John 15:9-11


