
Fret not because of evildoers
You don’t have to look far 

to find a good reason to be 
apprehensive for your future as a 
homeschooling parent, for your 
children’s security and further 
down the road, for your grand-
children’s hope.
 We homeschooled our children 
from day one. They were 
never in the public or a private 
school, but I remember that as 
soon as our children were of 
school age, someone told us the 
government was working to make 
homeschooling illegal. They said it 
wouldn’t be legal by next year. 
 Our children are grown now. 
We never saw that person’s dire 
prediction come to pass and we 
raised our children the way we 
saw fit.
 We could have lived our lives 
in constant fear of schooling 
authorities knocking on our door 
to take our children and put them 
in public schools. If we had, we 
would have needlessly lived under 
that fear.
 I believe God has worked to help 
preserve our freedoms through 
a number of means. One type 
being legal support groups like 
the National Center for Life and 
Liberty and the Home School Legal 
Defense Association. 
 God has a place for people to 
be actively working to protect our 
freedoms, and we each have our 
part to contribute in that battle. On 
the other hand, we should proceed 
with the labor of schooling our 
children with a sense of peace and 
contentment. We must remember, 
we are not alone in this endeavor.
 I could use many items of human 
reasoning to encourage you, but 
such reasoning lacks a spiritual 
strength we need to stick with us. 
Like sugar that gives quick energy, 

word, “not.” It presents a major 
theme for this psalm. The lessons 
for us to not burn inside because 
of “the workers of iniquity.” 
David wants us to get it into our 
understanding that the workers of 
iniquity will be cut off.
 I call this the “Fret Not” 
psalm. We can look at those 
two words and consider them 
a recommendation or an 
encouragement, but there is 
another way to view them. “Fret 
not” can also be seen as  
a command.
 Now stop and think for a 
moment. When you hear of 
legislators passing new laws that 
are oppressive and ungodly or 
repealing others, making vile 
crimes legal, what kind of feeling 
goes through you? That is what’s 
addressed in this psalm. Allow 
me to say that having no feeling 
is a sick sign. As long as any god-
fearing humanity remains in us, 
there should be an inner response. 
We have become de-humanized if 
we no longer care.
 Lets look back at this verse:
 In English, to “fret” is to be 
anxious or worried. The Hebrew 
word this is translated from 
speaks of a “kindling of anger.” 
It speaks of not leaving it in the 
hands of the Lord. Such reflects 
on our trust of Him. 
 Do we doubt His care for His 
own children? We have mortal 
limitations in caring for our own 
children, but we know we will do 
all we can to care for them. We 
won’t let the neighborhood bully 
beat little Johnny to a pulp, if it is 
in our power to stop it. We will not 
let them starve to death. We will 
take care of their injuries. 
 How much more will our 
heavenly Father, who does have 

but won’t stick with us for the long 
haul. For the long haul, we need to 
stand on Scripture. I want to look 
at Psalm 37 for our hope.
 If we are familiar with this 
psalm, we can recall its words of 
hope and encouragement when 
the decay of society throws our 
compass into a spin.
 Psalm 37 is what is called 
an acrostic. That means it is 
poetically built upon the alphabet. 
Since this psalm was originally 
written in Hebrew, we are talking 
about the Hebrew alphabet. There 
are a number of this type in the 
book of Psalms. The other acrostic 
psalms are 9-10, 25, 34, 111, 112, 
119 and 145.
 The acrostic design is woven into 
the messages of these psalms. They 
show an incorporated theme built 
into each letter. All of the Hebrew 
letters have their own meaning, 
unlike our English alphabet which 
basically represents sounds.

1  A Psalm of David. 

a
Fret not thyself because of 

evildoers, neither be thou envious 
against the workers of iniquity. 

2  For they shall soon be cut  
down like the grass, and wither  

as the green herb. 

 Verses 1 and 2 are the Aleph 
verses. The acrostic officially 
starts after the credit of “A Psalm 
of David.”
 The letter Aleph means, “To 
learn, teach, utter; bring forth 
thousands; and oxen.”
 The first Hebrew word is the 



2 all capability, take care of our 
concerns and needs. A pretty 
good reason not to get all 
worked up inside. We have faith, 
and the knowledge of God’s love.
 Who are the evildoers? The 
second half of the first verse 
enlarges on the evildoers as 
those who are “workers of 
iniquity.” Evildoers are any and 
all who walk unrighteously. They 
are the lawless, whether they 
be gang members or legislators 
and judges. When a legislator 
rules that murdering children is 
good and to be protected, that is 
lawlessness in the eyes of God. 
No man has the power to legalize 
what God has declared unlawful. 
Such is a work of iniquity and 
those who give legal protection 
of such behavior are “workers  
of iniquity.”
 Such work of iniquity 
is multiplying across the 
globe under the auspices of 
government. We can look at it 
and quickly start  
burning inwardly.
 We are given our first words of 
comfort in the second verse.
 There is a gardener who is 
adamant about his lawn. He 
can’t stand weeds and he likes 
his lawn neat and trimmed. After 
all, what would the neighbors 
say? “Look at Mr. Jones’ lawn! 
He sure is irresponsible in the 
neighborhood, letting it get 
overgrown like that.” 
 God is the gardener of this 
global lawn. He will not have 
the neighbors condemning 
His care, and charging Him 
with neglect of His yard – this 
world. He is a God who does 
righteously and justly. He will 
let it grow for a time, but there 
will be many mowings and a lot 
of weed killing going on. What 
is more, God will not just mow 
His yard once, at the end of 
summer. He is diligent in  
His maintenance.

b
3  Trust in the LORD, and do 

good; so shalt thou dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shalt  

be fed.
4  Delight thyself also in the 

LORD; and he shall give thee  
the desires of thine heart. 

  Verses 3 and 4 are the Beth 
verses. Beth means, “house, 
dwelling or tent.”
 The opening Hebrew word is 
that for “trust.” Built upon the 
thought of dwelling, contained 
in Beth, we can perceive that to 
trust means to find our shelter 
in the LORD. He will provide 
our abode and necessary food. 
We will fellowship with Him 
and He will satisfy the desires of 
our hearts.
  “Trust” is another term for, 
“have faith.” This word shows us 
we shouldn’t challenge God, as 
if He abandoned us. We can see 
our part in this verse. We must 
continue to do what is right. We 
must continue to homeschool 
our children and walk in the fear 
of God. “Do good” it says. 
 Upon this, we have two 
promises. We will “dwell in 
the land” and we will “be fed.” 
God will see His own are taken 
care of. 
 Jesus said:
 30  Wherefore, if God so 
clothe the grass of the field, 
which to day is, and to morrow 
is cast into the oven, shall he 
not much more clothe you, O 
ye of little faith? 31  Therefore 
take no thought, saying, What 
shall we eat? or, What shall we 
drink? or, Wherewithal shall 
we be clothed? 32  (For after 
all these things do the Gentiles 
seek:) for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of 
all these things. 33  But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and 

his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. 
34  Take therefore no thought 
for the morrow: for the morrow 
shall take thought for the things 
of itself. Sufficient unto the day 
is the evil thereof. 

Matthew 6:30-34
 These words of Jesus hold a 
New Testament promise. Jesus 
means for us to “fret not” and to 
abide in a peace, knowing that 
God will be mowing the lawn.
 The words translated “delight 
thyself also in the” mean to “wait 
delicately upon...” This is that 
“seek ye first the kingdom of 
God” Jesus was talking about.
 Picture yourself going before 
the Almighty. You behold His 
glory and fall at His feet. Such 
majesty and holiness! You know 
He cares, His nature demands 
such care. You present to Him 
the concerns you would fret 
about or inwardly burn over. The 
workers of iniquity seem to be 
thriving like never before. Yes, 
God sees it and hates it more 
than you do. It is looking like it’s 
about time to mow the lawn. 
 Verse 4 tells us He will “give 
thee the desires of thine heart.” 
The word “desires” is translated 
from, is more specifically, “that 
which we ask for.” We express 
these desires in our requests 
before Him. We know we can 
leave His presence with the 
promise He will take care of the 
situation and of us, His children.

g
5  Commit thy way unto the 

LORD; trust also in him; and  
he shall bring it to pass. 

6  And he shall bring forth thy 
righteousness as the light, and  
thy judgment as the noonday.

 Verses 5 and 6 are the Gimel 



3verses. Gimel tells of taking on 
a burden, like a camel carrying 
a load.
 The words translated 
“commit”  and “unto” have a 
graphic illustration of  
“roll upon.” 
 There is one book every 
homeschool family should 
read, “Pilgrim’s Progress” 
by John Bunyan. If you have 
read it, you will remember 
the burden upon Pilgrim’s 
back that rolled off when he 
reached the foot of the cross. 
That is the picture of what 
needs to happen to us. We 
need to get on the same path 
Pilgrim entered. The journey 
really begins with the rolling 
off of those burdens, our sin 
and guilt in the sight of a holy 
God. At the foot of the cross, 
the burden is lost. Then we will 
walk burden free the rest of our 
journey down that path, or as 
this verse has it, “thy way” that 
follows the path the LORD has 
made for all his pilgrims.
 Upon taking this position in 
the path of the pilgrim, we are 
“trusting” in HIM. Doing this, 
we see the promise in the end 
of verse 5, “he shall bring it to 
pass.” God will pay attention 
to those prayers and mow  
the lawn. 
 This verse is like a crescendo 
in the passage. The fireworks are 
exploding. We see a holy God 
who cares and does justly. 
 We see a guiding verse in our 
prayers. These are prayers that 
follow Jesus’ direction to “seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness;.” We 
will be praying according to the 
will of God, after the character 
of God and His concerns. It will 
not only be His righteousness 
and His judgment, but it will be 
“thy” righteous standards, and 
“thy” proper judgment that is 
in accord with the heart of God.

d
7  Rest in the LORD, and wait 

patiently for him: fret not 
thyself because of him who 

prospereth in his way, because 
of the man who bringeth wicked 

devices to pass. 

 Verse 7 is the Dalet verse. 
Dalet means, “something 
swinging, the valve of a door 
(two-leaved).” It pictures an 
openness to God. Dalet is also a 
letter that speaks of brokenness.
 We should note this section 
is only one verse long, it is the 
fourth letter in the alphabet, 
and it parallels the Koph verse, 
which is the 34th verse and the 
fourth letter from the end of 
the alphabet. The other single 
verse is the Caph at verse 20, 
which, on a word count basis, 
contains the middle of  
this psalm.
  To “rest in” is to “be silent, 
to wait to” the LORD. To do 
that requires a brokenness and 
leaving something in  
God’s hands.
 The “wait patiently” is from 
a Hebrew word that does not 
have any indication of peace. It 
is a word that literally means to 
“twist or writhe.” 
 It can indicate two things 
here. The first, appearing before 
God in a position of fear and 
trembling, as we always should. 
The second is the idea of laying 
our object of fretting and inward 
burning, which was the work of 
evil doers, before God. We are to 
give it to Him. Upon giving it to 
Him, we would have peace and 
be exercising patience. Though 
we may have to wait for God’s 
timing to be perfect, we are to 
know that He will be faithful to 
act against all unrighteousness.
 Here is the second occurrence 
of “fret” in this psalm. It follows 

the same reason we saw in the 
first verse. It also itemizes a sad 
fact. The wicked man is actually 
prospering in his wicked plans. 
The wickedness keeps growing 
and growing. Such are corrupt 
laws that oppress the righteous, 
promote iniquity and protect 
criminals. We are told there 
is a time when these types of 
things will take place, but our 
instruction, upon presenting 
it before God, is to wait for 
God to deliver His wrath. This 
wickedness will be corrected.
 Giving it into His hands is 
an act of brokenness. It is the 
fulfillment of the letter Dalet.

h
8  Cease from anger, and forsake 

wrath: fret not thyself in any 
wise to do evil. 

9  For evildoers shall be cut 
off: but those that wait upon 
the LORD, they shall inherit 

the earth. 

  Verses 8 and 9 are the He 
verses.  This letter likely means 
““Lo! Behold, Lo; possibly 
original form represents a 
window.” Its meaning would 
carry the idea of “wake up and 
pay attention” and/or letting 
light in.
 We see this reflected in these 
verses in a type of, “hey, I’m 
serious now ... I said to not fret, 
(burn inside) and I’m serious. If 
you don’t heed my advice, you 
will eventually go out of bounds. 
God is reserving the vengeance 
for Himself. Leave it to Him.”
 We find  our third “fret” here.
 These verses bring up 
a problem those who love 
righteousness are prone to. 
We get angry when we see 
wickedness flourishing, when we 
see righteous causes defamed 



4 and oppression of the helpless. 
If we don’t, there’s something 
wrong with us. We should 
become enraged at such. We 
would have lost our common 
decency and humanity if it didn’t 
affect us.
 The psalmist, David, is fully 
aware of this and addresses it 
as a given. David doesn’t say, 
“don’t get angry,” he tells us to 
“cease from anger.” Why? The 
second half of verse 8 tells us. 
Smoldering anger, an inner 
burning, results in taking 
vengeance ourselves. We can 
fret and stew about something 
for only so long. Eventually we 
will take action in an  
improper manner. 
 The initial anger should 
cause us to arise, or should I 
say fall, before God in prayer. 
We may need to follow this 
prayer with some appropriate 
action. For homeschoolers 
and our specific concern 
of homeschool rights, we 
may follow with joining a 
legal protection group for 
homeschoolers. Maybe our 
need would be to call our state 
representatives and let them 
know how we want to  
be represented. 
 A smoldering anger can break 
out as something that is nothing 
more than taking matters into 
our own hands. For example, 
we see abortion facilities and 
may picket such murderous 
activities, but to act in bombing 
an abortion facility is the kind 
of thing I believe David is 
talking about.
 The direction of the Dalet 
verse stands clear, “rest in the 
LORD, and wait patiently  
for him.”
 Following this serious 
reflection, we have David’s 
comfort for our anger. In patient 
waiting, after leaving it before 
God in prayer, we are to be 

assured the evildoers will have 
the Heavenly Gardener cut the 
lawn and weed the grass. After 
the mowing and weeding, what a 
beautiful lawn we will see.

w
10  For yet a little while, and 
the wicked shall not be: yea, 
thou shalt diligently consider 
his place, and it shall not be. 
11  But the meek shall inherit 

the earth; and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance 

of peace. 

 Verses 10 and 11 are the 
Wau verses. This letter means, 
“a nail or a hook, as in hooks 
for hanging curtains.” It was 
specifically used in regards 
to the hooks used in the 
tabernacle that Moses built in 
the wilderness. 
 These two verses give the 
actual look of pegs in the 
Hebrew copy. This letter is used 
at the beginning of each half 
point of the verses. The letter 
itself, actually looks like a tent 
peg. What we find written in 
these verses is assuredly pegged 
down. It is a secure fact and a 
blessed thought.
 We are told that in “a little 
while” we will give a hard search 
for the wicked. Such is like the 
gardener challenging us to get 
down on our hands and knees 
and search through his nicely 
manicured lawn to see if we 
can find any weeds. We get 
down and smell that freshly 
mown grass. We look, pushing 
aside the short grass in search 
of weeds. Alas, not one is to be 
found after hours of searching. 
We will not be able to help but 
be impressed at the perfect job 
the Gardener will do.
  Enjoying that mown lawn and 

absence of weeds, we can realize 
the cultivated short grass has its 
chance to shine in glory, because 
there is a gardener taking care of 
the situation. 
 Also, doesn’t a manicured 
lawn speak peace, saying that 
something is under control? 
That is part of why we can take 
our lawn chairs in the yard on 
a summer day and relax. That 
meek, short grass relies entirely 
on the gardener for its time of 
restful glory. In the end, the 
lawn will glory with not a weed 
in sight.
 There are two words I want to 
look at here. The first is “earth.” 
We also saw “earth” in verse 9. 
In both places, the Hebrew word 
more specifically represents 
the idea of “land,” not “globe” 
or “world.” There are other 
Hebrew words for “earth” in a 
“global” context. They are not 
used in this psalm. In fact, we 
see this same word translated 
as “land” later in verse 34. The 
reason this is important to 
understand, is that when we 
recall Jesus quoting this in the 
New Testament:
 5  Blessed are the meek: for 
they shall inherit the earth. 

Matthew 5:5
we tend to perceive only the last 
days. We see it as only applying 
to a time when Christ has come 
and subdued all nations. We 
miss the significance that this 
includes smaller local pockets 
of the meek here and there on 
the earth who live in peace. The 
verse, as it reads in the original, 
gives us a reason for hope during 
our lifetimes, before the end of 
the age.
 The other words we need to 
note are “shall delight,” which 
we saw back in verse 4. The 
Hebrew means most literally to 
“wait delicately upon.” We are 
to wait delicately upon the Lord. 
This final “wait delicately upon” 



5will be the fruit found “in the 
abundance of peace.”

z
12  The wicked plotteth against 

the just, and gnasheth upon 
him with his teeth. 

13  The Lord shall laugh at him: 
for he seeth that his day  

is coming. 

 Verses 12 and 13 are the 
Zayin verses. Zayin means, “a 
weapon.” The lead-in word here 
is that translated as “plotteth.” 
It speaks of attack. Such plotting 
speaks of a weapon for the 
destruction of the just.
 This verse naturally calls 
us to spend more time 
considering this wicked 
person, people or group.
 The wicked actually spend 
time plotting, or planning. Do 
I smell a conspiracy here? It is 
definitely talking of something 
premeditated. We are also told 
of their target. They aren’t just 
those who, like a pick-pocket, 
look for any wallet or purse 
going by. These wicked are those 
whose goal is to destroy the 
“just,” or as the Hebrew word 
denotes, “righteous.”
 We see from this, that they 
clearly have their conspiracies 
going. We are told the wicked 
“gnasheth upon him with his 
teeth.” They absolutely hate the 
righteous. There is no such thing 
as “tolerance” here. 
 Have you noticed the wrath 
the promoters of ungodliness 
wield towards those taking a 
stand against licentiousness and 
ungodliness. Look at the bad 
mouthing railed against mothers 
who stay at home to raise their 
children. They can’t help but 
address such women of honor 
in derogatory manners. Just let 

this comfort you to know that 
if you weren’t doing something 
righteous, they wouldn’t have 
any reason to belittle you. It’s 
“the just” who get their rile up.
 We see the view from God’s 
perspective here. It helps to 
remember the throne-room 
view. Down here we see and 
feel the abuse of the wicked. In 
heaven, God is watching it all. 
We are told that God gives a 
“laugh” of scorn. God looks at 
their wickedness with contempt 
and abides the short time that 
remains to fulfill His purpose.

x
14  The wicked have drawn out 
the sword, and have bent their 
bow, to cast down the poor and 
needy, and to slay such as be of 

upright conversation. 
15  Their sword shall enter into 
their own heart, and their bows 

shall be broken. 

 Verses 14 and 15 are the Cheth 
verses. Cheth is believed to 
mean, “a hedge or fence.” 
 This flows directly from the 
Zayin passage we just covered. 
We find the fruit of the wicked’s 
plotting from verse 12. He 
creates the means for venting his 
hate. I think you’ll understand 
the fence in just a moment.
 We are told the wicked use 
a military and marshal force 
to oppress and destroy several 
classes. From the description, 
we see this includes governing 
powers. Laws are frequently 
passed with the sole end of 
destroying the poor and needy. 
Remember that God has a 
special spot in His heart for 
the poor, needy, widows and 
orphans. He watches out for 
them, since they are unable to 
care for themselves. He stands 

for their defence. It is from 
that class of people we see the 
greatest percentage looking to 
Him for help. Since such are 
more helpless, it makes them 
easy targets for the wolves. They 
may not be fat sheep for the 
wolf, but from a wolf’s view, they 
are easy catching.
 The words translated “upright 
conversation” literally reads, 
“upright his way.” Those who 
go in the righteous path will 
naturally condemn the path of 
unrighteousness. They will speak 
against oppression. They will 
cry out when they see the wolves 
closing in on the frail sheep.
 In a similar illustration, 
have you ever noticed how a 
ground hog colony works as 
a unit? They have what have 
been called, “barkers.” One 
will stand watch, while others 
go about getting their meals. 
The watcher lets out a bark if 
he sees danger, and the others 
scurry to their holes for safety. 
If someone wants to get rid 
of a colony, they take out the 
barkers first. With those who 
sound the alarm gone, it leaves 
the rest without the warning 
of those keeping guard. The 
ground hogs come up to eat, 
one by one they are picked 
off. The whole colony is easy 
to destroy when the watchers 
are taken out. Realizing this, 
doesn’t it make sense the 
wicked in power want to take 
out those who are of upright 
conversation or “upright  
his way?”
 Fortunately, we are not 
helpless ground hogs, we 
have Someone who is going to 
deal with the sharp-shooters, 
turning their guns back upon 
themselves. Verse 15 gives us 
words to know God sits on the 
throne and will not sit idly by 
while the wicked has  
a heyday.
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16  A little that a righteous man 
hath is better than the riches of 

many wicked. 
17  For the arms of the wicked 
shall be broken: but the LORD 

upholdeth the righteous.
 
  Verses 16 and 17 are the 
Teth verses. Teth’s meaning is 
believed to be that of a, “serpent; 
something rolled or twisted 
together.” I have also seen this 
letter used for the significance 
of it being the first letter for the 
Hebrew word “good” in psalms 
25 and 119 - both acrostics. It is 
the same word for “good” this 
verse starts with. 
 These verses settle us in a 
contentment of the LORD’s 
provision. Don’t confuse the 
riches of this world with true 
riches. Those riches found in our 
walk with Him, and leaning on 
Him to care for us.
  This is a word of comfort and 
instruction for the righteous. 
 The wicked are noted for 
being rich. We were told they 
prospered in their wickedness 
(verse 7). They devised ways to 
legally extort the poor and got 
rich doing it. Under oppressive 
laws, the righteous will tend 
to become poorer, however; 
the Lord does take care for the 
righteous and the righteous 
does have what he needs for 
basic necessities. 
 When you see arms 
mentioned in Scripture, they 
are often used as a reference 
of strength and action. Thus, 
we are told that the wicked 
will have their powers stripped 
from them.
 Also note that the righteous, 
though meek, weak and very 
much defenseless in the face 
of tyranny, does not stand 
alone. The righteous will be 

upheld by the LORD. He is our 
sustaining strength.

y
18  The LORD knoweth the 

days of the upright: and their 
inheritance shall be for ever. 

19  They shall not be ashamed in 
the evil time: and in the days of 
famine they shall be satisfied.

 Verses 18 and 19 are the Yod 
verses. Yod means, “a hand, 
indicating power, means, 
direction.” These verses fairly 
shout means and supply. It is the 
hand of God, working behind the 
scenes, that we need.
 God will not only sustain us 
when Jesus comes in glory, He 
will always sustain us. He has a 
set time for each of His servants 
to walk upon this earth. He will 
not allow us to fall to the earth 
in vain.
 Verse 19 is a capstone of 
hope we can count on. To 
be “ashamed” here is to see 
ourselves abandoned, without 
help in our adversity. 
 It makes reference to “days of 
famine.” Such is in the scope of 
what is typically called an, “act 
of God.” Scripture shows how 
God sends famine upon a land or 
blesses with rain. It often shows 
that when men go into great 
wickedness, God judges them 
with famine. The wicked prosper 
until the time of God’s wrath. 
Looking specifically at famine in 
this passage, we see the wicked 
will suffer from God’s wrath, but 
the righteous are notified they 
will be sustained. They shall be 
“satisfied” or full.
 In our society, famine may 
be hard to imagine. Famine 
does not necessarily mean lack 
of food, as much as it does the 
inability to get that food. Even 

monetary inflation can mean 
“famine” to someone who can’t 
afford to buy the food. Such 
are forms in which we could 
perceive famine in our society. 
But this passage doesn’t speak of 
despair, it speaks of hope.
 What this verse shows, is 
that we can know that when 
God’s wrath falls, we will see 
God working behind the scenes 
to provide for us. We shall be 
satisfied. Even in the face of 
inflation gone wild, God will 
provide for us. He has ways we 
wouldn’t even imagine.
 We read such a psalm and 
think the words of comfort are 
for when Christ returns. Where 
we read of the suffering of 
famine here, we know this is not 
a reference to that final day. It 
shows these words of comfort 
are for us in the here and now. 
These words are not just for the 
distant future. They are to be 
fulfilled as necessary in every 
generation. Where the wicked 
suffer the famine, the righteous 
will see God’s sustaining hand.

k
20  But the wicked shall perish, 
and the enemies of the LORD 

shall be as the fat of lambs: they 
shall consume; into smoke shall 

they consume away. 

 Verse 20 is the Caph verse and 
contains the center of this psalm. 
Caph means, “a wing; the hollow 
of the hand or palm.”  This letter 
speaks of being open to God in 
worship and surrender.
 I have to marvel as I see the 
fulfillment of Caph in this verse. 
That worship and surrender 
speaks of sacrifice in the Old 
Testament. The wicked are 
spoken of as those offered in 
sacrifice in this verse.



7 This verse is also the center 
verse, counted by the number 
of Hebrew words. The absolute 
center is the word for “they 
shall consume.” The structure 
of this psalm was designed 
to bring a focus to its center. 
It is the day of God’s coming 
vengeance that we are to 
remember in leaving it in God’s 
hands. From God’s perspective, 
it will be a sweet odor of 
sacrifice. Consider that, when 
we take our own vengeance, 
we are taking something that 
should be specially consecrated 
for His pleasure and using it 
for our own.
 This verse shoots forward 
in time. It gives us a glimpse 
into that final day when Jesus 
returns in a flaming fire of 
vengeance. The wicked armies 
will be consumed “into smoke 
shall they consume away.” That 
day will be the ultimate in God’s 
vengeance and glory, but it is 
certainly not the only instance 
where His glory will be manifest 
against the wicked.

l
21  The wicked borroweth, 

and payeth not again: but the 
righteous sheweth mercy,  

and giveth. 
22  For such as be blessed of him 
shall inherit the earth; and they 

that be cursed of him shall be 
cut off. 

 Verses 21 and 22 are the 
Lamed verses. Lamed means, 
“to goad; to teach; learn,” it also 
means “to; of.” 
 A transformed heart will cause 
us to seek the face of God. If we 
are partakers of His mercy and 
grace, we should have learned 
a major lesson ... as we have 
received, so should we give. 

 We seek His grace, receive 
it and turn around and do 
likewise to others. The wicked, 
in this manner, is seen in the 
parable of Jesus about the 
debtor who owed ten thousand 
talents  (Matthew 18:23-35). 
This man owed the King a great 
debt. He begged for mercy 
and the king forgave him the 
debt. He, however was one of 
those who received such mercy 
but didn’t return it. That man 
immediately went out and tried 
to force someone to pay him 
a tiny debt. He couldn’t pay, 
so had him thrown in prison. 
Others complained to the king. 
That king grabbed the heavily 
indebted servant and punished 
him for not being merciful after 
having received even greater 
mercy. The king now renewed 
that man’s forgiven debt. Once 
forgiven, always forgiven? Not 
under those circumstances with 
that king. 
 Whoever has received grace 
and mercy is to likewise be 
gracious and merciful. One 
could say, “It is the first lesson 
one should learn upon receiving 
His grace and mercy.”
 This passage is the first of a 
parallel, which we will look at 
more closely when we get to 
verse 26. Suffice it to say here, 
this is found immediately after 
the wrathful picture of verse 
20 to keep us in balance of the 
godly character. The wicked 
love to exploit. The righteous 
love to show compassion. The 
very opposites.
 This verse is not saying a 
righteous man will never fall 
into debt, and be unable to 
repay. It doesn’t speak of ability, 
it speaks of plotting.
 Since we can look back and 
see a history where many saints 
have suffered for Christ, we too 
often tend to incorrectly take 
the mind-set that suffering is 

the destiny of New Testament 
Christians. Consider verse 22. 
We know those in Christ are 
those who will inherit the earth. 
This verse identifies the saints as 
those “blessed of him.” 
 If you are one who walks 
in the fear of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, know 
you’re blessed of Him. You are 
not left to “go it on your own 
and He’ll see you at the end of 
the race.” He is watching over 
us for good.
 Likewise, those who are 
abiding in His wrath, are 
presently cursed of Him. 
They will eventually be cut-off 
altogether, but even before that 
day, they are presently under the 
wrath of God, under His curse.

m
23  The steps of a good man 

are ordered by the LORD: and 
he delighteth in his way. 

24  Though he fall, he shall not 
be utterly cast down: for the 
LORD upholdeth him with  

his hand. 

 Verses 23 and 24 are the Mem 
verses. Mem means, “water.” 
Water is one of the two most 
basic elements we need for 
life. Such is the message of this 
verse. (The other is air, which 
is a type of heaven.) In the New 
Testament we have seen how 
water is a type of the life given us 
in Christ (John 4:10). Those who 
come to Him will never thirst 
again. They will be filled with 
His Spirit. The Holy Spirit is 
the One who directs His people 
and upholds them. We receive 
His guidance. These Mem 
verses radiate the guidance and 
sustenance of the Holy Spirit.
 This “good man” is more 
literally translated as a “man 



8 of strength.” In Christ, we are 
men and women of strength. 
We don’t proceed like a wet 
noodle without direction. We are 
strong in Christ and walk with 
God overseeing our steps. As 
David has said elsewhere, God 
strengthens his ankles so they 
don’t give out and his steps falter 
and slip (verse 31).
 The second half of this verse 
tells us we don’t walk the path 
the Lord sets before us out of 
duty, like it or not. Not at all. 
This verse tells us our heart is 
such that we will be glad as we 
walk in His path. We should take 
that as a note of warning too. 
If we inwardly find ourselves 
saying to God, “Don’t tell me, I 
don’t want to hear it for then I 
will have to do it,” we can know 
we do not qualify as “the good 
man” of this verse. This verse 
says, the good man delights in 
His way.
 Mem continues with words of 
hope and comfort. Those of the 
world will stumble and fall but 
we have a promise the LORD 
will keep us in His hands. The 
wicked will not prevail over us. 
Don’t buy into the lie where 
you look at others and tremble 
as you see a certain person is 
destroyed. Trust in the LORD. 
 I tell you, God’s judgment 
begins in the house of God. 
God’s wrath will fall on many we 
may have thought were “good 
Christians” but inwardly were 
not following Him. 
 There may likewise be 
some Jobs, whom God will 
be glorified through their 
suffering, but these people 
will either see God’s hand in 
blessing follow later, such as 
Job did, or they will go out 
gloriously with the special 
strength needed for that hour. 
A strength they themselves 
likely never knew until that 
hour of need.

n
25  I have been young, and now 
am old; yet have I not seen the 

righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread. 

26  He is ever merciful, and 
lendeth; and his seed is blessed. 

 Verses 25 and 26 are the 
Nun verses. Nun means, 
“propagate by shoots; 
figuratively - to be perpetual.” 
When we see the letter for 
“perpetual,” isn’t it interesting 
we see the next generation 
referred to in both verses?
 This verse tells us David wrote 
this psalm in his old age. He 
went through a lot of trials in life, 
but still testified to having seen 
God’s supporting hand for the 
righteous. Not only having seen 
the support, but having NEVER 
SEEN God fail to support!
 As homeschoolers, you have a 
great concern for your children. 
The fear of loss here can quickly 
strike terror in your heart. God 
knows this and speaks a promise 
of comfort. He has David detail 
that the children are likewise 
under God’s special care for 
those who fear Him. They do 
not need to be afraid of having 
to beg for food, when others are 
suffering from God’s ordained 
famine. They will be satisfied, 
they will not be “begging bread.”
 The “merciful” is most 
literally, “gracious.” It is the 
closest Hebrew word there is 
to what we know of in the New 
Testament as “grace.”
 We find this verse as a 
parallel to verse 21, under 
Lamed. The wicked not only 
lack these characteristics, but 
is the opposite. The righteous 
are compassionate.
 Think of the suffering of 
professed Christians who have 

come under the judgment of 
God. Whether they suffered 
as a Job or suffered under the 
wrath of God, our response 
should be “gracious.” We should 
help where we can. Remember, 
Jesus died for us when we were 
deserving nothing but scorn and 
revilement. He showed us grace. 
We should behave in the same 
way we see here, in this Old 
Testament passage.

s
27  Depart from evil, and do 

good; and dwell for evermore. 
28a  For the LORD loveth 

judgment, and forsaketh not  
his saints;

 Verses 27 and 28a are the 
Samech verses. Samech means, 
“lean upon or take hold of; bear 
up, establish; stand fast.” We 
find this theme in this passage in 
its address to who takes hold of 
God’s salvation.
 It puts it simply in its, “depart 
from evil, and do good.” That’s 
as simple as you can get for a 
definition of repentance.  
 This “dwell for evermore” 
is more literally translated 
as “rest to eternity.” We find 
simple instructions with the 
promise of rest. They parallel 
the words of Jesus:
 28  Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. 29  Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. 30  For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.

Matthew 11:28-30
  A note on a word I think we 
all recognize, “saints.” There 
are two Hebrew words that 
can be translated as “saints.” 
One is based on the aspect of 



9righteousness. The other is 
based on the aspect of receiving 
mercy. The word used here, is 
that based on being one of God’s 
holy ones because of having 
received mercy from Him.
 God loves “judgment,” but 
proper judgment is not without 
a properly placed mercy. Those 
who are saints through His 
mercy will not come under 
the wrath of God, but the 
wicked, those who cannot see 
that mercy, will face judgment 
without mercy.
 These Samech verses present 
our foundation. Standing in the 
right place with God leaves us in 
the secure place of refuge.
 

[
28b they are preserved for ever: 
but the seed of the wicked shall 

be cut off. 
29  The righteous shall  

inherit the land, and dwell 
therein for ever. 

 Verses 28b and 29 are the 
Ayin verses. Ayin means, “eye, a 
fountain.” As far as the meaning 
of this letter in this section, one 
could say it is reflected in the 
concept of it being a sure thing 
we will see the wicked, and his 
seed, cut off. We will see the 
blessing of inheriting the land 
and dwelling in peace. 
 I sense there is another 
thought lurking behind the use 
of Ayin. It is found in the use 
of the word for eternity. Ayin 
is the first letter for that word. 
This passage begins and ends 
with that word. In both cases, 
the expression is led off with a 
Lamed in the meaning of “to.” 
This “to” points out the object, 
or objective here.
 Another observation is that 
both Ayin and the final letter 

of Tau are the only letter 
sections that start with a 
prefix to the letter. 
 There are those who will 
say the irregularity is evidence 
the psalm was tampered with, 
and isn’t what was originally 
written. I believe God’s Word is 
providentially preserved. What 
we have, is what was written. 
From studying other acrostic 
patterns, I would conclude 
that such an “irregularity” is 
actually intended to draw our 
attention. We see it and say, 
“look at that break in pattern.” 
It grabs our attention. Then we 
consider, “Why is it different? 
Did David want us to specifically 
tie these two sections together, 
like a package deal?” From the 
content, I believe it had this 
purpose. We will look at that 
purpose when we get to  
verse 39.
 We are called to demonstrate 
the gracious character of God. 
Since we know we are called to 
care for people, how much more 
will God care for us and show us 
mercy and provision, especially 
when we are facing need? We 
see here that God’s saints “are 
preserved for ever.” That word 
translated as “preserved” means, 
“watched, kept or guarded.”  
 “Forever” doesn’t just mean 
“in the future.” “Forever” must 
include “now” as well.
 One last item, “the seed of the 
wicked” will suffer. Remember 
the seed of the righteous will 
not be begging bread, verse 
25. The wicked are specifically 
promised a suffering for their 
children. If you doubt that, 
let me ask if you have had any 
glimpses of what it is like for 
those in the public school? 
From what I’ve seen, these 
parents, and their children, see 
injustice at every turn.
 Let us consider the sure 
promise for us today. When a 

country goes down a path of 
ungodliness and licentiousness, 
we know its days are numbered. 
This is sure, not just for the 
end of days, but has been the 
course of nations through 
history. God will give a land to a 
righteous nation. He will pluck 
up the diseased plants and plant 
healthy. He will work for the 
furtherance of His kingdom on 
this earth.

p
30  The mouth of the righteous 

speaketh wisdom, and his 
tongue talketh of judgment. 
31  The law of his God is in  
his heart; none of his steps 

shall slide. 

 Verses 30 and 31 are the 
Pe verses. Pe means “mouth, 
figuratively speech.” For those 
doubting the intention of the 
psalmist to use the meaning 
of the letters in each package, 
Pe is a an obvious example of 
that intent. This letter speaks 
of mouth and speech and these 
verses detail on this aspect in the 
character of the righteous.
 This gives a description of 
what a righteous person will 
look like.
 The word translated as 
“speaketh” is literally “mutters 
and meditates.” The righteous 
not only speak wisely, they do 
so because they are constantly 
thinking upon righteousness. 
They are musing, or meditating, 
upon God’s ways. The result, 
he or she will always be talking 
about God and His ways. He or 
she will talk about the ways God 
looks at things and the proper 
actions to be taken in all areas 
of life. 
 This is not a person filled with 
entertainment, living for the 



10 pleasures of this world. Even 
if such pleasures are harmless 
and legitimate, they are not the 
foundation of life. Just like we 
find in the truth that we must 
eat, yet Jesus said:
 4 ... Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God. Matthew 4:4
 In verse 31, the word 
translated “law” is plural in 
the original, it is “torath.” 
Torath, also doesn’t mean “law” 
or “laws” as we think of it in 
English.  The word indicates 
direction. Like when someone 
is pointing and saying, “go that 
way.” That is the idea behind 
this Hebrew word. Being plural, 
it also tells us the directions 
of God, all of them, are in the 
hearts of the righteous. It means 
we hold His entire Holy Word 
dear to us, in our hearts; not just 
with a mental confession.
 Many see the “law” of 
God and think of the Ten 
Commandments or maybe the 
first five books of the Bible, 
commonly called the Books of 
the Law. The laws found in Pe 
must be broader than that. It has 
to include all God’s directions to 
us. Those found in both the New 
and the Old Testaments.
 If these are established in our 
hearts, we find the promise of 
the sure steps. We do not find 
the promise if it is just in our 
minds. Don’t fatally overlook 
that detail, thinking God’s 
promises failed you in the 
past if your religion was only 
head knowledge. Even if your 
character is essentially what 
you would describe as a decent 
person, such is not who these 
words of comfort are for.
 At this point, it is good to 
consider that the word “religion” 
or “religious” is not found in the 
Hebrew of the Old Testament. 
When we consider that the Old 

Testament comprises such a 
bulk of our “religious” books, 
isn’t that rather surprising? 
The reason is found in the 
world-view of the God-fearing 
Hebrews. In the Old Testament, 
the godly view was that you find 
that one either serves the true 
God, and walks in His holy fear, 
or follows after “other gods” and 
is one of the “wicked.” 
 The Hebrew way of thinking 
did not offer a neutral term for 
living for God. There wasn’t any 
“your religion” as opposed to 
“my religion.” One was a servant 
of God, or one wasn’t.

c
32  The wicked watcheth the 

righteous, and seeketh to  
slay him. 

33  The LORD will not leave him 
in his hand, nor condemn him 

when he is judged. 

 Verses 32 and 33 are the 
Tsaddi verses. Tsaddi’s meaning 
is believed to be, “to descend, 
to bow down, to be prosperous, 
meat, provision, hunt.” We see 
the thought of “hunt” reflected 
clearly in these verses. The 
wicked hunt for the righteous.
 Paranoid though it may 
sound, wicked leaders are 
watching you. They can’t stand 
the righteous, and their heart 
will burn to get rid of and heap 
scorn and suffering on the 
righteous. They, as a matter of 
nature, will have a murderous 
heart beating within them. 
Remember Cain who slew his 
brother Abel?
 Though we have this less 
than comforting thought, we 
also find a promise in verse 33. 
That word for “leave” is literally 
“forsake.” Though we see the 
wicked flourishing in the halls of 

government today, we also see 
God will not forsake us into their 
hands. They may place their own 
judges on the benches, but no 
matter what issues from corrupt 
government, God will issue a 
righteous judgment. The LORD 
will work behind the scenes 
for justice. If God did not, that 
would mean He left us in their 
hands. We are not without hope 
in the midst of a multitude of 
wicked leaders. There is always 
One who is greater and stronger, 
and wiser. 
 Remember the 23rd Psalm? 
Do we believe it or not? If 
we don’t believe such words 
of comfort apply to us in the 
New Testament period, why 
do we bother reciting it in 
times of trouble? Either it is 
a serious word of hope, or we 
are fooling ourselves in trying 
to bring peace to our souls by 
remembering it. I tell you, if you 
are one of His, the LORD is your 
Shepherd. You can trust the care 
of the Shepherd.

q
34  Wait on the LORD, and 

keep his way, and he shall exalt 
thee to inherit the land: when 

the wicked are cut off, thou 
shalt see it. 

 Verse 34 is the Koph verse 
and is the single verse in parallel 
to 7, the Dalet verse. Koph’s 
meaning being, “the hole of 
an axe; monkey, ape.” I read 
a lengthy piece on Koph. To 
be short, this letter makes a 
connection to imitative behavior. 
 This verse speaks of imitation. 
Unless we wait on the LORD, 
watch Him and observe Him, 
we will not know how to “keep 
his way.” We can only do that 



through imitating what we watch 
and learn of Him.
 In connection to the Dalet 
verse, I pointed out that Dalet, 
“pictures an openness to God” 
and it “is also a letter that speaks 
of brokenness.” Such is a parallel 
to Koph. 
 The “hole of an axe” meaning 
in Koph carries significance in 
relation to being wielded by the 
worker who is swinging that axe 
through its connection to the 
wooden handle. It is through 
the cross we are of use in the 
Master’s hand.
 It is the Koph verse that 
gives the key to overcoming the 
problem of fretting, “Wait on the 
LORD, and keep his way.” We 
are told in another psalm that 
waiting on the LORD is like a 
servant diligently watching his 
master. He is carefully watching 
to see what indications he gives 
showing the servant his desire, a 
nod or a look. Likewise, we need 
to watch. 
 Waiting speaks of listening 
for His voice. Paying attention 
to the indications of His will. 
We already know He has given 
us a book showing His way. By 
studying it, we will have the 
directions He has laid for us.
 The last two lines of this verse 
show the promises appointed 
to us if we are diligent to obey 
the first part. He will be working 
behind the scenes on our behalf.

r
35  I have seen the wicked in 
great power, and spreading 

himself like a green bay tree. 
36  Yet he passed away, and, lo, 
he was not: yea, I sought him, 

but he could not be found. 

 Verses 35 and 36 are the Resh 
verses. The meaning of Resh is, 

“head, beginning, chief; shake.” 
Here is another clear connection 
of the letters meaning with the 
thought of the section. David 
witnessed the wicked becoming 
the head, the person of power 
and leadership. He deliberates 
on this terrifying sight with 
words of comfort and hope.
 We have a statement of 
David’s personal testimony. 
He has witnessed the 
flourishing of the wicked. He 
tells of their “great power.” 
The word David used means, 
“awesome, terrifying and 
ruthless.”  That is what we are 
seeing in our government and 
across the globe. 
 The literal reading of the 
second half of this verse says 
he “(makes himself bare, or 
discovers himself) as (a native, 
one rising from the soil), 
(growing luxuriant).” As a 
native he flourishes. He is in 
his element, this world. All the 
conditions work together for 
such to take off.
 I tried to find out what the 
King James translators meant by 
“green bay tree.” There is a tree 
called a bay tree, but it isn’t an 
English native plant. I couldn’t 
find that anybody knew what 
those translators were thinking 
of, though there were guesses. 
 In my search, I found this 
treasure to quote from an old 
English book called The Florist’s 
Manual by William Scott 
published in 1906:
“The sweet bay is a native of 
southern Europe. All good boys 
should have read in the Good 
Book that if they are righteous in 
their lives they will ‘flourish like 
the green bay tree.’”
 I had to chuckle at that. Scrip-
ture reads:
 12  The righteous shall flourish 
like the palm tree: he shall grow 
like a cedar in Lebanon.  

Psalm 92:12

 The “green bay tree” were the 
wicked. Just here, I want to take 
a short diversion to consider the 
trees that do represent the righ-
teous. God has a powerful mes-
sage for us. The two trees the 
righteous are compared to are 
not mentioned at random. Both 
the palm and the Lebanese cedar 
were both found in the temple 
that Solomon built. The cedar 
furnished the lumber for the 
main framework, and the palm 
were carved upon the doors with 
the images of the cherubim. We 
see God intended the specific 
thought of these two trees to 
continually be in His presence.
 Psalm 92:12 calls for us to 
observe these two trees in their 
native habitat. The psalmist 
tells us the righteous will be like 
them. Just here is the wonder of 
the matter. Both trees have not 
had a good record. The Lebanese 
cedar is down to about ten small 
patches in Lebanon. They used 
to cover the country.
 The palm tree has a miracu-
lous history. The palm trees 
you see in Israel are imported. 
They mainly came from Cali-
fornia. The palm trees, seen by 
the writer of Psalm 92, would 
have been of another species. 
It is called the Judean Date 
Palm. At the time of Solomon, 
there were a number of forests 
of these palm trees. They were 
from the Sea of Galilee down 
to the Dead Sea. They liter-
ally flourished. They were still 
around by the time of Christ, 
but were vanishing. Two sto-
ries have its demise at different 
times. One says the last survi-
vor disappeared from this earth 
around the time of the fall of 
Masada, almost 2,000 years 
ago. Another tells that they 
finally died out by the time the 
Crusaders came to the Holy 
Land. Either way, such a disap-
pearance doesn’t bode well 
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when considered that Psalm 
92:12 tells of the righteous 
flourishing like they do.
 Just here is a prophetic mes-
sage I believe God wants us to 
see. Though the righteous look 
like they will totally disappear 
from the landscape, God has 
other plans.
 A modern miracle and sign 
has taken place. They found 
some of the Judean Date Palm 
seeds in the remains at Masada. 
These seeds are about 2,000 
years old. They took these 
seeds. I believe there were three 
all together. One was able to 
sprout and survive. It looked 
questionable whether it would 
die quickly, but it came through 
the shock. It is about six years 
old now. 
 The Devil has worked hard to 
destroy any vestiges of the righ-
teous in this world, but God is 
working behind the scenes to see 
to it that the righteous will flour-
ish at their appointed time.
 The second half of Resh 
speaks wonderful words in re-
gards to that flourishing plant of 
wickedness. We see, “he passed 
away.” This literally reads, “he 
crossed over.” The thriving bay 
tree grows quickly, but is tem-
porary. Another prophecy, in 
this same vein, is also found in 
Psalm 92:
 7  When the wicked spring 
as the grass, and when all the 
workers of iniquity do flourish; 
it is that they shall be destroyed 
for ever: 

Psalm 92:7
 Now here is great hope for 
today! This is our very observa-
tion in these times. The wicked 
are flourishing, but this verse 
tells us it is a sign. We see 
“when” here twice. In Hebrew, 
a doubling speaks of emphasis, 
like when Jesus said, “verily, 
verily.” Take heed, when we see 
this great flourishing happen-

ing, as we certainly see across 
the globe today, it is a sign 
their destruction is almost at 
the door.
 Looking back at this Resh 
passage, remember that David 
is continuing a personal 
testimony. He not only 
witnessed the flourishing of 
the wicked, he also witnessed 
their demise. He did not have 
to wait until the coming of the 
LORD to see such destruction 
of the wicked in the local cases. 
He actually beheld it during his 
own lifetime.
 David was not content to let 
the observation of the “apparent 
demise” of the wicked suffice, he 
wanted to be able to confidently 
declare, “God took care of him.” 
He was truly gone.
 Today, we hear tales of 
how the powers of crime are 
working their agendas behind 
the scene. Such may be so, but 
remember, even though the 
wicked work to bring about 
corruption in our society, God 
sees it and He will not fail to 
bring down their fall.

v
37  Mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright: for the end 

of that man is peace. 
38  But the transgressors shall 

be destroyed together: the end of 
the wicked shall be cut off. 

 Verses 37 and 38 are the Shin 
verses. Schin means, “a tooth 
(as sharp).” In line with this, 
“what do teeth do?” They cut 
off. They are the means food 
is destroyed for our personal 
benefit. The destruction of the 
food is needed for us to partake 
of the blessings of nutrition. 
The food’s destruction is for our 
wholeness. That is what that 

word translated “peace” means. 
The word is “shalom.” It literally 
means “complete.”
 A more literal translation 
reads, “(Observe, or watch) 
pure and see upright, (for 
afterward, that which will 
follow) to man peace.” 
 David observed the wicked 
and saw their demise. He also 
tells us those who walk in 
purity and the upright path 
have the supply for what they 
need. If we are always fretting, 
and burning inside because of 
the wicked, who are prospering 
in their evil way, we will not 
find this completeness  
or peace. 
 Do we have to wait for our 
peace until the wicked are 
actually destroyed? We have 
no need. We are told what is 
going to happen and that we 
are promised peace. Leave that 
inner fretting and burning with 
God and trust Him.
 The transgressors are 
those who violate the laws of 
God. Though any governing 
agency legalizes that which 
is a transgression of God’s 
laws, it is no real law at all. 
There is only one Lawgiver 
and that is God (James 
4:11, 12). Corrupt “laws” are 
transgressions of God’s laws. 
Those who promote and 
uphold such transgressions 
will be destroyed. This passage 
tells us such aligned powers 
will go “together.” God will not 
miss some, and they get away, 
unless He has a special plan 
that must come to a head. He 
will use them to bring that to 
pass, then they will see  
His wrath.
 We see, “the end of” here.  
Literally that reads, 
“afterwards.” After the wicked 
have done what God determines 
they shall be allowed to do, He 
will completely deal with them.
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39  But the salvation of the 

righteous is of the LORD: he is 
their strength in the time  

of trouble. 
40  And the LORD shall help 

them, and deliver them: he shall 
deliver them from the wicked, 
and save them, because they 

trust in him.

 Verses 39 and 40 are the Tau 
verses. Tau means, “a mark; by 
implication a signature.” That 
mark carries a lot of meaning. 
It designates a signature to a 
contract that is in the shape of 
a cross. 
 Someone has made His Tau 
upon a paper of debt laid against 
us. His signature – cross, signed 
off on our debt. 
 These final verses speak of 
that salvation and place of 
refuge. The letter Tau, and the 
thought of salvation, are so 
closely connected, the message 
of these verses is poetic 
artistry which we will come 
back to in a moment.
 But now take a look at the 
match to the Ayin verse I talked 
about in verses 28b and 29. 
Such spoke of dwelling with God 
forever and ever. Ayin also spoke 
of being secure in the land. 
Remember, the letter Ayin spoke 
of sight. To see that eternal 
salvation, we must have our eyes 
open to behold the salvation 
provided in the cross.
 As Christians, we know our 
salvation is through Jesus 
Christ. When the wicked will 
face their “afterwards” of 
being totally “cut off,” we are 
reminded that the end of the 
righteous is a deliverance. He 
sustains us now and will in the 
final day of judgment.
 Something often missed, 
which reflects some serious 

truth, is the name of God. 
His name, to the best of my 
understanding, is pronounced 
Yahweh, some pronounce 
it Jehovah (Exodus 6:3). In 
the King James translation, 
they generally translated His 
name as “LORD” in all capitals 
and added “the” in front of 
it. In this verse we see “of 
the LORD,” it literally reads, 
“from Yahweh.” That is not a 
title, like “Lord” is. Lord can 
be applied to different people 
or God, like the word king. 
Yahweh, on the other hand, is 
Someone special. These few 
facts bring us powerfully back 
into this Tau passage.
 In short, our salvation is 
from Yahweh. Our salvation is 
from our heavenly Father who 
sent His Son for us. It is also 
from Jesus Christ, who died 
for us, and it is also from the 
Holy Spirit, who convicts us of 
sin and brings us in to a living 
faith. All three individuals are 
the source of our salvation. They 
all bear the name of Yahweh. 
Here we have one of numerous 
Old Testament verses that 
whisper the truth of the teaching 
commonly summarized under 
the term “Trinity.”
 The second half of this verse 
speaks of the LORD being 
our “strength in the time of 
trouble.” That word translated 
“strength” is a stronghold, like 
in a tower. Speak of knowing 
we have a place of protection 
in the midst of chaos, here it 
is. We have a tower to flee to 
that is impenetrable. Another 
reason for us to not fret and 
burn. This verse shows the 
tower of refuge is not just for 
the final day. It says, “in time 
of trouble.” That is for our 
life in the here and now. That 
promise is something we can 
count on when we see trouble.
 The conclusion of this psalm 

sums it up with words of promise.
 Look at that first word 
portion in the final verse, 
“And the LORD shall help 
them, and deliver them:.” In 
the Hebrew it writes like a 
sandwich as literally, “And 
help them Yahweh and deliver 
them.” In Hebrew poetry 
this is important. It has two 
promises on both sides of that 
tower, who is Yahweh. The 
center is the focal while His 
provisions naturally encompass 
the place of our security. In a 
picturesque way, His help and 
His deliverance is a work of art.
 The final words bring us 
back for one last glimpse of 
those wicked. We will have that 
protection, help and deliverance 
for just one reason. Namely, 
we trust in Him. We have faith 
in Him. We flee to Him as 
our tower of refuge. The word 
translated “trust” comes from 
a root meaning “to flee for 
protection; to make a refuge.”
 We are familiar with the 
promises of eternal life. This 
verse definitely includes that, 
but how many are familiar with 
the provisions as we face the 
wicked during this life. This 
verse gives us that hope and 
reason not to fret.

 This psalm not only tells us 
not to fret and burn, it tells us 
the reasons. This is not blind 
faith. God wants us to know 
His care and oversight for all 
that takes place in this world. 
We tend to forget, seeing the 
bay tree flourishing. We tend 
to smolder inwardly, one to 
fear, another to anger, when 
we behold that bay tree in 
positions of great power. 
We are called to rest in the 
knowledge that this tree has 
passed away before and will do 
so again.
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 Psalm 37 is part of the first 
book of Psalms, therefore we 
know it has the placement of 
37 specifically by design. The 
Hebrew alphabet is also the 
means for writing numbers. 
We write our numbers using 
a different script for our 
numerals. In Hebrew, they 
also used their letters like we 
use numbers. That being the 
case, it also means that all their 
words have numerical value. 
With that in mind, we realize 
that certain numbers will carry  
certain meaning. 
 For example, the Hebrew 
word for love is h(5) b(2) h(5) a(1), 
which is pronounced “ahava.” 
Its value is 13. God’s name is h(5) 
w(6) h(5) y(10), Yahweh and its value 
is 26. 26 being 2x13. We can see 
the importance of love being a 
foundation of the very name of 
God Himself. We can also see 
why the Devil works so hard to 
try and give the number 13 such 
a bad wrap. He hates love and 
he hates God. The Devil wants 
to pervert love and turn it into 
something to flee from. People 
are afraid of the number 13 and 
want nothing to do with it. Some 
skyscrapers even skip number-
ing one of their floors as the 13th 
floor. People don’t want to open 
a business or have an office on 
the 13th floor. They think it is 

bad luck. The Devil knows what 
lies behind that number and 
seeks to smear its reputation.
 Moving on to the significance 
of Psalm 37’s placement. The 
following is a list of words whose 
Hebrew value is 37:

l(30) w(6) a(1)  – prominence
w(6) l(30) a(1)  – behold!

l(30) h(5) b(2)  – alarm/terrify
h(5) l(30) b(2)  – wear out, become old

 I pulled these from a list I 
found online. I listed all the 
person had found for the num-
ber 37. I didn’t pick and choose 
the words that had significance 
toward the messages found in 
the 37th Psalm. If you think 
back through the psalm, you will 
remember how each of these 
meanings was conveyed.

n The wicked rising to  
prominence. 

n The refrain to look diligently 
for the wicked after God’s 

dealing with him.  
Take note: he is gone! 

n The alarm, or terror conveyed 
in the “fret not” and in seeing 

the wicked rising greatly  
and prospering. 

n The final theme in the wicked 
not prospering, and becoming a 
thing of the past. They will not 
maintain their hold of power. 

They have their time limit  
and restraints.

 Why is this important for 
us to note? It shows the glory 
of the creation of the book of 
the Psalms. Every psalm is 
wondrously crafted, but not 
only is each psalm a wonder, 
they are part of a collection 
that careful planning went into 
the placement of each one. 
 For this particular psalm 
to be randomly placed at 
position number 31 wouldn’t 
have done. There is such depth 
to be found in the Psalms. 
I haven’t really begun to 
scratch at what is to be found 
in this psalm alone. There is 
such complexity I suspect no 
human mind could ever begin 
to comprehend. 
 For homeschoolers, I 
want to lift this up for 
consideration. Learning the 
original biblical languages 
can be very rewarding. Doing 
in-depth research into all the 
parts of Scripture provides 
material to explore that will 
never be exhausted. Those 
children with scientific 
propensity will not be 
disappointed in following 
this path of research. Like 
exploring deep into space, we 
could never cease to find all 
that is to be found.

••
The significance of the placing of the 37th Psalm


